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PREFACE 


The first history of the Orange County Free Library, as it was originally named, was published 
in 1965. In 1988, as Orange County approached its centennial celebration, it became apparent 
an update was necessary. Everyone who participated in the tremendous growth during that 
period would soon retire or leave the system. The name change in 1967, from “Free Library” to 
“Public Library” heralded the growth of a rural county library into a sophisticated, urbanized 
system responding to the ever-changing demands of a highly-educated citizenry. 


Published January 1991 OCPL 


MISSION STATEMENT 


Orange County Public Library is a network of community- focused libraries dedicated to pro- 
viding free information, unconditionally, to a diverse population. 


Our service-oriented staff supports life-long learning in a welcoming environment by providing 
a broad and relevant collection to meet the informational, educational and cultural needs of our 


communities. 


We emphasize people first by reaching out through creative programs and services. 


ORANGE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Orange County Public Library was established as the Orange County Free Library by the Or- 
ange County Board of Supervisors on December 9, 1919. Margaret Livingston, appointed the first 
County Librarian, came to Santa Ana from Colusa County, California, to begin her work with two 
assistants on August 1, 1921. By 1932, the County Library had been in operation for more than ten 
years and in her annual report for 1932 Livingston reviewed the accomplishments of the past ten 
years. 


The first office was in a rented room at 508 N. Main Street jointly occupied with offices of the Farm 
Advisor and his staff. Here, on temporary shelves of unfinished pine the first books were assembled 
for branch shipments. Few books stayed on the shelves, so active was the demand from places at 
some distance from the older municipal libraries. By the end of the first fiscal year, 10,463 books 
had been secured and the service was reaching about 5,000 people. 


The County Library office was moved to Room 108 in a corner of the basement floor of the Hall of 
Records in 1924. The next move was in 1931 to the Court House Annex. It is in branch libraries 
that the direct contact between people and books is affected and notable achievement was made in 
various communities to provide necessary library housing. 


BRAN : EARLY R 


The notable achievement Livingston mentioned included the opening of seven branches by the end 
of 1921, an accomplishment unduplicated in any recent six month period. Brea, Costa Mesa, Garden 
Grove, La Habra, Laguna Beach, Seal Beach and the Westminster branches were all established in 
rapid succession during the first fiscal year. Serving 4,609 registered borrowers with that initial 
collection of 10,463 books, the rapid growth continued. During 1922/23, the collection more than 
doubled to 22,019 volumes and registration increased by 62%, to 7,393 borrowers. In the following 
year, registrations increased another 59%, to 12,514. This trend continued with only a slight pause 
during World War II. 


Meeting the changing reading needs of the public required constant evaluation of branch services 
and, as new branches opened, some older branches inevitably were closed. The Ocean View Branch 
(located on Beach Blvd. and Warner) closed and its collection became the core of the Villa Park 
Branch. Barber City Branch (located on 17th Street west of Westminster Blvd. in the City of 
Westminster) was absorbed by the Westminster Branch when the large library was constructed in the 
Westminster Civic Center in 1977. At this time, the small, second branch in Westminster, the Bolsa 
Branch, was also incorporated into the large civic center facility. Undoubtedly, the most pictur- 
esque branch to be closed was the Trabuco Branch. From its establishment in 1933, it served the 
residents of Trabuco Canyon successively from a grocery store, a log cabin and finally from the 
garage of its only librarian, Ethel Glenn. 


For many years numerous county library stations were located in schools, many of which— 
Centralia, Greenville, Ocean View and Savannah—have been incorporated into other districts and 


are now only names to most Orange County natives. Because of its close ties to the school stations, 
the School Department, a textbook depository located in library administration buildings for many 
years, grew into a major department of the County Library before the decentralization of children’s 
services in the early 1960’s. Many school children in the 1940’s and 50’s could look forward to the 
monthly exchange of books received from the County Library. When Title II funds finally enabled 
schools to establish their own libraries, the Library School Department closed. Staff was reassigned 
to other duties and by 1964 the collection was dispersed. 


During the life of the School Department many well-known, mid-century Orange County librarians 
gained early career experience in work that included those monthly classroom shipments of books. 
Dorothy Wents Iams, who succeeded Margaret Livingston as County Librarian upon her death in 
1933, began her career with this library as the Children’s Librarian in 1928. Lois Carter McClure, 
well-liked librarian of Fullerton College, began in the School Department, as did Clara Louise 
Foreman, who joined this staff in 1931. Foreman subsequently became Assistant Chief Librarian, 
and concluded her career by retiring from her position as head of Adult Services (Assistant City 
Librarian) at the Santa Ana Public Library. 


Margaret Cotant Morrison and Katherine Walton, both School Department alumnae, were County 
Librarian and Assistant County Librarian respectively until 1967. When both retired, the Morrison- 
Walton years encompassed major post-war growth for the County Library. This growth was contin- 
ued by subsequent county librarians Harry M. Rowe, Jr., (1968-78) and Elizabeth Martinez Smith 
(1979- ). 


GROWTH PERIOD 


During Harry Rowe’s ten years, major enlargements and renovations were completed at Fountain 
Valley and Los Alamitos Rossmoor branches. New buildings were built for Cypress, Garden Grove 
Regional, Laguna Beach, Seal Beach Leisure World and Mary Wilson, Stanton, Villa Park and 
Westminster. New branches were added at La Palma, Mission Viejo, and Irvine/University Park, 
while service from Dana Point and South Laguna were combined at Dana Niguel Branch. 


During the past 10 years, new buildings were added in Brea, Costa Mesa, El Toro,La Habra, San 
Clemente, and San Juan Capistrano. New libraries were built at Irvine/Heritage Park and Crown 
Valley (Laguna Niguel). 


The individual branches of the County Library have always maintained very close personal contact 
with local communities. As a result of this involvement, when the San Clemente Branch was estab- 
lished in 1928, its first location was in the Community Clubhouse. In 1927/28, the addition of a 
reading room and the total remodeling of the Laguna Beach Branch was accomplished by popular 
subscription as were the building of a library inWestminster and the enlargement and redecoration of 
the Garden Grove Branch in 1928/29. While these events clearly show longstanding community 
support of the library, organization of the Friends of the Library groups is a comparatively recent 
event. 


BOOKMOBILES 


The Orange County Public Library’s first bookmobile hit the road in the summer of 1959. It was a 
29 foot long, Gerstenslager-bodied Ford chassis that held 2,500 books, a librarian, a driver and a 
great deal of hope and enthusiasm. The librarian in charge was Martine Hornburg. The bookmobile 
made seven stops a week that first year, but by 1962, the service had grown to include another 
bookmobile and 18 stops per week ranging from one end of the County to the other. The bookmo- 
bile followed the migrating suburbanites where the greatest amount of population growth was taking 
place. Another vehicle was needed, so in 1970, a 35-foot Gerstenslager capable of holding 5,000 
items was purchased and put into service. 


So it went for bookmobile service through the early 1970’s. Bookmobile Service at this time was 
going through many changes in the type of services offered. The staff began visiting correctional 
facilities, schools and institutions for the mentally and physically handicapped, senior citizen cen- 
ters, convalescent hospitals, group homes, and the homes of library patrons too infirm to travel to a 
library. All this change called for a new name: EXTENSION SERVICES. 


This was perhaps the high-water mark for Bookmobile Service in the Orange County Public Library. 
The new services were developed and refined to become the H.E.L.L.O. (Handicapped/Elderly/ 
Library and Love Offered) program. The HELLO service, with its inherent need of selecting materi- 
als for each individual patron, combined with the traditional bookmobile stops added up to over 150 
stops per month and stretched to the limit the circulating materials and vehicles. 


Extension Services was on the way out by the beginning of 1980. The rising cost of fuel, the age of 
the vehicles and their high replacement cost and the growing number of OCPL branches made the 
future of the bookmobiles bleak. The HELLO program was the first to go. The job of serving those 
who could not get to a library was turned over to volunteers from the branch libraries. Extension 
Services, once again called Bookmobile Service, was moved to the new El Toro Library. This was 
only a stop-gap measure as the whole service was soon judged not to be cost effective. So by 1982 
the last Orange County Public Library Bookmobile was taken out of service. 


The romance of the open road is well documented in American art, literature and song, and if any 
area of library service could be said to have had a romantic blush to it, it would have had to have 
been the bookmobiles. 


BOOKS-BY-MA 


Was begun as a substitute for Bookmobiles in the canyons and the newly inhabitated south county 
areas. The first catalog, which contained 400 adult and juvenile titles, was mailed in the winter of 
1982. The collection was changed and a new catalog issued every six months until the service was 
suspended in 1985 because of staff and cost considerations. The service was reactivated in the 
summer of 1988 in a scaled down form. 


CATALOGS 


Many of the concerns now facing library staff have confronted the library from the beginning: 
public service, materials selection and library technology have always required creative approaches. 


In 1922/23, Margaret Livingston reported that much of the activity in purchasing materials was 
based on filling special requests from the public. “By purchasing books that are asked for, anticipat- 
ing call for books of a popular type, transferring from one branch to another and by borrowing from 
other libraries, we have aimed to meet as far as possible the direct demand.” The catalog was main- 
tained at library administration, and it was not until late 1925 that card catalogs appeared in indi- 
vidual branches. 


Eventually, each branch maintained its own catalog for the books that rotated in. As books were 
removed to be rotated to other branches, the catalog cards went with the books. Branches began to 
have permanent collections in the mid-1960’s. The catalog reflected the permanent collection in 
each branch, and no longer was it necessary to pull catalog cards for the books that were rotated 
from branch to branch. The next major change occurred in 1971, with the publication of the first 
edition of the printed Book Catalog and its companion notebook, the Inventory Locator Guide. 
Growth of the collection through four editions of this catalog to more than one million volumes in 
the 1970’s soon made it unwieldy and a Computer Output Microform (COM) format was substi- 
tuted. In 1988 the first Compact Disc (CD) catalog was introduced. 


CIRCULATION SYSTEMS 


The Orange County Public Library has used all of the best known manual circulation systems at one 
time or another. Having started with the Browne System in 1932, the library progressed to using the 
Newark and Detroit systems simultaneously. This underlined the search for the most efficient 
circulation system that had begun in 1926 when the first library card number was issued to replace 
the writing of the patron’s name. These systems continued in use at all branches until the first 
Gaylord Charging Machine made its appearance at the Laguna Beach Branch in 1953. A companion 
Gaylord machine was at work in the Garden Grove Branch by 1956, and more models were added 
until they became standard equipment in most branches. In 1984, all branches converted to the 
computerized Automated Circulation Control System. 


Since 1967, Orange County Public Library had utilized the Book Inventory Building Library Infor- 
mation Oriented System (BIBLIOS) automated cataloging and acquisitions system. BIBLIOS was 
designed by the County Library and produced an available list from which branches ordered new 
titles, provided batch cataloging, a book catalog for the public to use, acquisitions which included 
book cards, pockets, and spine labels. BIBLIOS was a very powerful program, but had become 
outdated, and did not provide circulation capabilities. Circulation was still on a manually operated 
stamping machine. 


In 1981, Orange County Public Library hired Hank and Sue Epstein as consultants to do a feasibility 
study and issue a Request for Proposal (RFP) for an automated circulation control system. 
DATAPHASE was the chosen vendor based on functionality and long term costs. A contract was 
signed in February 1982 and installation began that spring, first with the basic computer mainframe, 
located in the County’s Data Processing Center, and then the telecommunications lines and terminals 
in all the branches. The installation was completed in December 1982. The next year was spent in 
testing software and hardware in various combinations until November 1983, when the library 
passed a much celebrated benchmark test. 


The library moved into the implementation phase with all 25 branches online by September 1984. 


a 


PERSONNEL 


From the beginning, until the Adult Reference Center was merged with the Garden Grove Regional 
Library in 1969, most of the reference work was done at the Library Administration building. Mary 
Binford, who subsequently became Chief Assistant County Librarian, was the first staff member 
hired specifically for reference service when she joined the staff on January 2, 1941. Branches were 
operated by dedicated women known as “Custodians” in reports, until Irmgard Bassen was em- 
ployed as the librarian of the La Habra Branch in 1958. Until then, those “custodians” literally did 
custodial work during the time not spent in reader’s advisory or circulation tasks. 


Bassen’s appointment foreshadowed the rapid expansion of staff that would include appointment of 
graduate librarians as heads of all the larger branches by the mid-1960’s. Leadership of these 
branches by professionally-trained librarians allowed the development of the “area branch” concept 
in which larger branches provided both collection and other professional assistance to the smaller 
branches. The next move was to the concept of “regions” and the Garden Grove Branch was ex- 
panded into the first regional branch in 1969. Thereafter, in response to growth in South County, 
Mission Viejo Branch was designated a second regional branch in 1971 until it was replaced by the 
Irvine/Heritage Park Regional Library in 1988. A third regional library was opened in 1983 in San 
Juan Capistrano. 


FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 


In 1955, the Laguna Beach Branch reported the first county community support group: the Laguna 
Beach Library Building Association. This group was “composed of representatives from service 
clubs and other organizations to provide extra items for the library.” Although this group was not 
specifically an open-membership group, it grew into the Friends of the Laguna Beach Library and 
remained the sole support group until a companion group, Friends of the Costa Mesa Library, was 
organized in 1960. By 1962, the La Habra Junior Woman’s Club Literature and Education Section 
had undertaken auxiliary support of the La Habra Branch. Friends of the Garden Grove Library had 
begun to operate, as had a Friends group in Brea. Thereafter, Friends groups were initiated in each 
community simultaneously with the building of each new branch. 


Throughout 68 years of operation, a variety of techniques have been implemented in an effort to 
provide the highest quality of library service. Though the mechanics have changed with the passing 
of time, the goals seem not greatly different from those set at the establishment of the library. These 
were described by Margaret Livingston as the “Foreward” which concluded her review of the first 
decade of the library’s service. In her letter to the Board of Supervisors on July 28, 1932, Miss 
Livingston wrote: 


“A good library is measured in community satisfaction too personal to chart. It may not be cited for 
spectacular achievement nor sensational events, but will be depended upon as a medium of contact 
with great minds in graphic words. It is worthwhile, in these trying times, to place within easy 
access, for those who are bravely carrying on, good books to free the spirit and mind.” 


PROJECTIONS 


On April 1, 1979, Elizabeth Martinez Smith became the County Librarian. For the next 10 years, the 
Orange County Public Library experienced growth, development, and many other changes. Al- 
though the tax revolt of 1978 had resulted in severe reductions to staff and hours, the branches were 
kept open. Continued population growth in the county spurred the development of new branches 
and the expansion of others. 


New libraries are jointly financed by city and county. A typical construction agreement requires the 
city to provide land and pay for the architect and the design costs. The city also constructs the 
facility, paying for one half of the construction costs and any additional costs. The county contrib- 
utes the other half of the construction costs with a maximum of $800,000. It is responsible for 
furnishing, equipping, and operating the facility. A city/county architectural review committee 
administers the project. New libraries typically include meeting rooms, reading patios, fireplace 
lounges, and Friends of the Library bookstores. The San Juan Capistrano Regional Library, designed 
by Princeton architect Michael Graves, has become internationally known. The library’s architectur- 
ally creative designs have started a trend among public libraries as “people places”; aesthetically 
pleasant places to study, research, and reflect. 


The establishment of bookstores in many of the branches, to be staffed by Friends, has enabled the 
Friends groups to become further involved in the libraries by providing support for programming. 
By approval of the Board of Supervisors, all discarded books are donated to the Friends for sale. 
Friends bookstores have been added to the Irvine/University Park, El Toro, Laguna Beach, Leisure 
World, Los Alamitos (1990), Tustin, Westminster (1990) and Dana Niguel (1990) branches. An 
annual “Friends Recognition Day” was established in 1980 to highlight their activities and express 
appreciation for their outstanding assistance and support. 


In 1984, Orange County Public Library became the largest public library system with an automated 
circulation control system. The $2 million project successfully linked all branches, providing circu- 
lation for the more than one-and-a-half million items. Referred to as “ALIS”, the system utilized a 
“Zebra” logo designed around the bar code label to publicize the new library cards. 


In 1988, the Compact Disc ROM catalog replaced the microfilm catalog. The automated circulation 
control system (ACCS) along with the Online Cataloging Library Center (OCLC) and the CD ROM 
catalog, currently provide efficient technology for library operations. 


Many other changes have occurred. In 1984, branches were able to reopen on Mondays using State 
public library funds allocated on a per capita basis. 


The Multicultural Committee has been re-established and a variety of programs, brochures, and 
projects have been developed to publicize library services to ethnic and other language communities. 
Publicity is often printed in six languages. A photo essay of Orange County’s diverse ethnic resi- 
dents has been developed and viewed by thousands. Videos, bus posters, workshops and a 
fotonovela are among the many successful projects sponsored by this committee. 


Orange County authors are spotlighted annually with a National Library Week poster - “My kind of 
place - the Library”. A directory of authors is generated yearly for use by the Friends in their pro- 
gramming efforts. 


The Orange County Archives program was transferred to the library in 1985, becoming a model 


award-winning county archives operation. 


In 1986, the Orange County Public Library spearheaded the establishment of the Friends of the 
Library Foundation to promote county-wide support for public libraries from the corporate and 
business sector. 


While the library experienced tremendous growth in the preceding decade, plans for the 1990’s will 
also reflect this continued growth. The Master Plan for library facilities identifies six new library 
sites through the year 2010. These will be financed through Fee Developer Agreements, the first of 
which will be the Santa Margarita Library, scheduled to open in 1992. All of the new libraries are 
located in South Orange County where an additional population of 500,000 is expected. 


Utilization of new technological advances for information retrieval and Orange County’s highly 
sophisticated and educated populace will no doubt contribute towards maintaining a position of 
leadership among libraries. 


In 1989-90, Orange County Public Library will install a security system in each branch library. In 
response to requests from Friends of the Library groups who have a vested interested in preserving 
the materials in each branch, systems have been investigated, and the most efficient will be used to 
preserve books and materials in all the branches. 


Community involvement and a staff of professional, highly competent employees will enable Or- 
ange County Public Library to continue in the tradition of people-oriented services and programs. 
The public library is the only public institution with information and knowledge about all view- 
points, all subjects, for all people. 


ORANGE COUNTY ARCHIVES 
1119 E. Chestnut Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Opened 1983 under GSA/Records & Reprographics 
1985 transferred to Orange County Public Library Administration 


Population of area served County of Orange 
Special collection The Orange County Archives collects, preserves, 


and makes available to the public, historically 
significant records of the County of Orange. 


ORANGE COUNTY ARCHIVES 


In April of 1983, with the encouragement of the Orange County Historical Commission, the Board 
of Supervisors passed Resolution No. 83-607, establishing the County Archives to preserve the 
County’s historical documents and to collect records pertaining to Orange County’s history. 


Since then, over 1000 cubic feet of historical records have been preserved. 
Prior to 1983, County records were retained for legal or administrative reasons only; there was no 
official retention of records solely because of their historical merit. 


Due to the efforts of the County Historical Commission, the Archives program was funded by a 
grant from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) from May 1984 
to November 1986. In September 1985, the Archives became a function of the Orange County 
Public Library. Gabriele Gonder Carey became the first Orange County Archivist. 


In June of 1987, the Orange County Archives Manual was published and distributed throughout 
California, and in other states. In recognition of the quality of the Archives Program and the 
Manual, the Orange County Archives received an “Award of Merit” from the American Association 
for State and Local History (AASLH) in October 1987. 


BREA BRANCH LIBRARY 
One Civic Center Circle, Brea, CA 92621 


VITAL STATISTICS 

Opened 1981 

Architect | Warnecke/Dworsky of New York & Century City 
10,000 sq.ft. 

Population of area served 32,600 

Book collection 47,000 

Periodical collection 162 


Special collection Business 
Braille Talking Books 
Spanish Language 


Special equipment Microfiche Reader-Printer 
Business Index 
Newspaper Index 
Listening Center 
Cable Center 
VCR/Monitor 


Unique features Housed in Civic Center/Brea Mall 
Meeting Room 
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BREA BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Brea Branch Library of the Orange County Public Library system, located in the City’s $14 
million Civic/Cultural Center, serves the residents of Brea and the citizens in adjacent cities, as well 
as parts of Los Angeles County. It is one of the system’s oldest branches, having been established on 
October 11, 1921. Mrs. Anna McVeigh was the first Brea Branch librarian. 


The collection was initially housed in rented quarters and boasted a reading room. By 1922, the Brea 
Branch had an overwhelming 521 patrons who read almost 7,000 books annually. To assist the 
reader in finding books, a card catalog was initiated in 1925. By 1929, patronage had doubled and 
circulation had quadrupled. To cope with these increases, the library was moved that same year to a 
larger, more centralized location in the then “new” city hall. 


The city hall location was occupied by the Brea branch until 1953, when the library was moved to its 
own building, which was patterned after the recently finished County branch building in Costa Mesa. 
By this time Orange County was experiencing an unprecedented population expansion. The Brea 
branch was unable to serve its patrons efficiently, because of inadequate space, lack of parking, and a 
collection predicated on the reading requirements of less than a thousand patrons. An expanded 
collection and larger, more conveniently situated quarters were needed. 


In 1962, the library was moved to the Brea Shopping Center on Brea Boulevard. This was one of a 
“new breed” of branches located in shopping centers where ample parking was available and patrons 
could use the library with “one stop” convenience. As shopping malls began to replace these shop- 
ping centers, libraries were once again in need of new locations. 


In 1972, the Brea Redevelopment Agency met to identify possible sites for a new civic center which 
was to include a new public library. On March 1, 1980 the cornerstone was laid for the new Brea 
Civic/Cultural Center off Birch Street. On September 25, 1981 the Brea branch library held its 
dedication ceremony at its new and current site in the Brea Civic/Cultural Center. The library shares 
the site with not only the Brea City Hall, but also with an art gallery and the community theater. 


With the growth of the adjacent 99 acre Brea Mall and the addition of many new business buildings 
all within walking distance of the library, the City of Brea is losing its small town image and growing 
up. The Brea Branch Library has been a vital part of these changes and we are looking forward to 
the challenges that the newly emerging community will bring. 
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CHAPMAN AVENUE BRANCH LIBRARY 
9182 Chapman Avenue, Garden Grove, CA 92641 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1964 
Architect James R. Wilde 

5,279 sq.ft. 
Population of area served 134,306 
Book collection — 39,000 
Periodical collection 197 


Special collection Music collection of scores and literature 
Picture File 

Special equipment Microfiche Reader-Printer 

Unique features Patio 
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CHAPMAN AVENUE BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Chapman Avenue Branch was built to become one of three Orange County library branches 
currently serving the City of Garden Grove. The branch was originally planned to be a part of the 
shopping center at Chapman and Brookhurst, the site of a then twice-weekly bookmobile stop. 
Because cost of the property was too high, arrangement was made between the City and Garden 
Grove Unified School District for the property at the northeast edge of the Marie L. Hare Junior 
High School grounds. 


Construction of the Chapman Branch and the West Garden Grove Branch was begun simultaneously 
with the same crews performing the same jobs, first at one branch and then at the other. The 
branches were built in the “modular” style: one large open room with areas designated through the 
placement of furniture and shelving. This style enables areas to be changed more easily than build- 
ings with “walls”. The architect also designed the buildings structurally so that enlarging them could 
be done easily. 


The book collection of the existing Garden Grove Branch was to be the nucleus of the three 
branches, with all three branch librarians working at the Garden Grove Branch, selecting and mark- 
ing books for their destination. The county school collection was being dispersed. These books 
formed a major part of the children’s collection of the two new branches. 


On January 14, 1964, the two branches opened to the public. Harriet Scheldrup was the first librar- 
ian of the Chapman Branch. The branch also had the honor of being the first branch with a “profes- 
sional” children’s librarian. 


Chapman Branch Library was designated as an “area” branch when the area concept was imple- 
mented. However, 5,000 square feet could not house the staff and collection needed for backup 
service for the “community” branches. A new Garden Grove branch, built within five years of 
Chapman’s opening, became the 20,000 square foot “Regional” library. It assumed the backup 
responsibilities, permitting Chapman to begin to develop its specialties. 


The picture collection, begun when the branch opened, is a vertical file of mounted pictures culled 
from books, magazines, calendars, etc. Arranged by broad subjects, these pictures are used by artists 
(professional and amateur), teachers, children and others who want to know “what it looks like”. 
The pictures are sent throughout the system via the truck shipments, and more recently via the 
Omnifax, for use of library patrons of the other branches. 


The music collection was started as a result of a gift for the purchase of music from a small section 
of the Woman’s Civic Club of Garden Grove. With this and the encouragement and support of the 
Friends of the Garden Grove Libraries and other donations of money and music, the collection grew. 
In 1984 the County Library purchased vocal scores from musicals for the branch and has since 
provided funding for the purchase of other types of scores. 
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COSTA MESA BRANCH LIBRARY 
1845 Park Avenue, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1987 


Architect Allen & Assoc. 
7,500 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 87,500 
Book collection 44,000 
Periodical collection 200 


i ‘ 
ep aT TETRA LOE LE EOE 


Special collection Braille Library Talking Books 
Literacy 
Spanish Language 


Special equipment Electric & manual typewriters for public use 
VCR/monitor 
Magazine collection 


Unique features Fireplace 
Meeting room 
Friends of the Library bookstore 
Patio 
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COSTA MESA BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Costa Mesa Branch of the Orange County Public Library is one of two branches serving the city 
of Costa Mesa. Its companion branch is the Mesa Verde Branch. 


The Costa Mesa Branch was established in 1921, and is one of the oldest library branches in the 
County library system. Miss Sarah Conant was its first librarian. 


Not only a “pioneer” branch in the system, the Costa Mesa branch was unique in that it began opera- 
tions in its own building. By 1925 a card catalog was underway to facilitate patron use. As with the 
other branches in the County system, this branch contributed greatly to the quest for new skills 
during the depression. It continued to show annual increases in patronage through World War II. 
By 1950, this pattern of growth had made the original building obsolete. The library was moved to 
new and much larger quarters in November 1951. 


As was true throughout Orange County, there was tremendous population growth in Costa Mesa in 
the 1950s and 1960s. Within ten years, the “new” library facilities were again insufficient to meet 
the library needs of Costa Mesa. To respond to these increased requirements, a new building was 
constructed in 1960. However, in the face of a continued population explosion and the opening of 
new residential areas, a further need for library service was felt. To augment the branch facilities, 
the County Library began bookmobile service to Costa Mesa. Subsequently, the Mesa Verde Branch 
was constructed. 


By the 1980s, it became apparent that the Costa Mesa building was sadly out of date. As part of the 
City of Costa Mesa’s redevelopment program, construction of a new and modern library facility 
began on the site adjacent to the existing library. 

Completed and dedicated in July 1987, the new building is architecturally pleasing. Circular, it has 
walls consisting of windows which allow plenty of daylight to the library’s interior. The building’s 
focal point is a high, open beamed ceiling with a skylight. 


The new library has a community room and a Friends of the Library bookstore. 
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CROWN VALLEY BRANCH LIBRARY 
30341 Crown Valley Parkway, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1987 
Architect —_ Brion S. Jeannette 

10,500 sq.ft. 
Population of area served 39,000 
Book collection 50,000 
Periodical collection 120 


Special collection Literacy 

Special equipment Microfiche Reader-Printer 
Magazine Collection 
VCR/Monitor 


Select study rooms have choice of compact disc 

or Cassette-tape jacks 

Electric typewriters for public use 

IBM personal computer w/printer and software for public 
use 


Unique features Friends of the Library bookstore 
Public patios 
Six quiet study rooms 
Fireplace 
Meeting room 
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CROWN VALLEY BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Crown Valley Branch Library is located at the South County Civic Center at Crown Valley and 
Alicia Parkway in Laguna Niguel. The library serves the community of Laguna Niguel and adjoin- 

ing County areas. It opened in December 1987 in response to the growing needs of the area. Renee 
Sarno is the first librarian. 


The new library is aesthetically pleasing and has an abundance of windows and skylights. The 
natural light along with the soft pastel interior contribute to the warm and inviting atmosphere which 
enhances the library’s mission. The facility has a series of interior archways, a marble fireplace, 
study rooms and patios. Artwork by various southern California artists is prominently displayed 
throughout the library. 


Each study room has an audio outlet. Patrons can plug in headsets and listen to a compact disc or 
cassette tape of their choice. The children may sit on the laps of 4-foot tall teddy bears, plug a pair 
of headphones into an audio outlet and enjoy a featured recorded story. 


Friends of the Crown Valley Library organized and opened a used bookstore located in the foyer of 
the library. Proceeds of the used book sales will go toward library activities. The Laguna Niguel 
Women’s Club donated a personal computer for public use and the Laguna Niguel Chamber of 
Commerce has donated a collection of software. 


The Crown Valley Library is one of several branches planned in the south county area, where the 
development of large housing tracts will undoubtedly require many more services. 
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CYPRESS BRANCH LIBRARY 
5331 Orange Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1976 


Architect Allen & Miller 
15,000 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 43,314 


Book collection 61,000 


Periodical collection 167 


Special collection Repository of last copies of fiction 
Special equipment 2 manual typewriters for public use 
1 electric typewriter for public use 
VCR/Monitor 
Magazine collection 


16 mm overhead and opaque projectors 


Unique features Meeting room 
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CYPRESS BRANCH LIBRARY 


On December 6, 1921, M.M. Carpenter volunteered to maintain a small “station library” of 200 
books for the Orange County Free Library District in a Cypress real estate office. Two years later, 
the books were transferred to the former Cypress School. Local teachers had volunteered to keep 
this going, but it was not successful. On July 7, 1933, under the direction of Mrs. Clara King, a 
community branch opened for one hour a day! In 1937, an official branch of the Orange County 
Library opened in a former bank building. 


Earthquake damage to this building necessitated a move in 1953 to a new location. This location 
consisted of 600 square feet in a store-front building which backed up to the Southern Pacific 
Railroad track. Perhaps this was the most active time in the history of the Cypress Library, for each 
time a train passed by, the books vibrated on, and sometimes off, the shelves. The joint was literally 
“jumping”! 


By 1963, this small building held 5,000 volumes, and it was clear that a larger building was needed. 
The Cypress City Council submitted a proposal to the County Board of Supervisors to construct a 
branch library on Moody Street. The 6,000 square foot building was to be an interim structure with 
a dual purpose. Since the City of Cypress had plans for a civic center in which they wanted the 
Cypress Branch Library to be located, the Moody Street building was to serve as a branch library 
until the Civic Center was completed. Then it would be converted to a recreation center. 


In 1965, the Moody Street Cypress Branch Library opened, and served the City of Cypress until the 
Civic Center was built in 1975-76. The present branch library building opened in 1976, the last of 
the Civic Center buildings. Long-time branch librarian Christine Swain guided the Cypress Branch 
Library from the small 600 square foot building near the railroad track through the Moody Street 
phase and to the present modern facility. She retired in 1984. 


In 1986, a major refurbishment of the building took place, with major changes of shelving, new 
desks and equipment, and provision for the profusion of electronic equipment which the library 
system was incorporating. The collection continues to grow and respond to the needs of the com- 
munity it serves. 
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DANA NIGUEL BRANCH LIBRARY 
33841 Niguel Road, Monarch Beach, CA 92677 


VITAL STATISTICS 

Opened 1977 

Architect Fred M Briggs & Jack E. Cressman Assoc. 
11,614 sq.ft. 

Population or area served 30,000 

Book collection 57,500 

Periodical collection 240 


Special collection Literacy 
Boats & boating 
Marine mammals 
Quilting 
Weaving 
Women’s studies 


Special equipment Apple Ile computer for public use 
VCR/Monitor 
Manual typewriter for public use 
Magazine collection 
Overhead projector 


Unique features Meeting room 


Friends of the Library bookstore 
Patios 
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DANA NIGUEL BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Dana Niguel Branch celebrated its tenth anniversary at its Niguel Road location on July 6, 1987. 
In April 1976 ground was broken on land in Laguna Niguel near Pacific Coast Highway, and a 
10,000 sq.ft. building was erected to incorporate the small Dana Point and South Laguna storefront 
libraries. 


The Dana Point Branch began operation in the old post office on the highway on October 1, 1938, to 
serve the unincorporated community of Dana Point and adjoining county areas. Mrs. Laura Louise 
Russell was its first librarian. In the World War II years, the community grew at a rapid rate, and 
another growth spurt came with the Korean War. In 1950 the library moved to the Herbert Caldwell 
Building on the Plaza where with ample parking and enlarged facilities, it entered the population 
boom of the 1950s. By 1956 patronage at the branch had increased fourfold and circulation almost 
doubled the 1950 figures. To cope with the growth, the library was moved that same year to a small 
store building on La Plaza, and full-time operation began in 1957. Service continued in these 
cramped quarters for many years. Public schools opened nearby with demands for programs and 
services but librarians found it necessary to take children’s services to the schools. Preschool 
storytimes were held on the floor in a small corner behind a table, and occasional programs were 
presented for adults and children at the Dana Point Women’s Clubhouse. 


The South Laguna Branch served the unincorporated central and south coast areas of Orange 
County, beginning operation on July 15, 1958, with Mrs. Virginia Narbel as its first librarian. In its 
first year of operation it circulated more than 10,000 volumes. To handle growing library needs of 
this region, the branch was moved to a store building on Pacific Coast Highway at Second Street in 
1962. In addition to library service to the year-round residents of South Laguna, it also checked out 
books to a large number of summer visitors to the beach. Although community members lobbied 
strongly to keep the library open, it was finally closed in July 1979. A wake was held at the Laguna 
Beach Branch, to which staff, past and present, were driven in a black limousine. Civic leaders, 
authors and a poet spoke eulogies, and “Taps” was played as flowers were laid by the tombstone 
cake frosted with the words “Ex Libris”. The collection was joined with the small Dana Point 
collection at the new library on Niguel Road. 


The years 1970 to 1980 brought an increased population to Capistrano Beach, Dana Point and South 
Laguna of 103%, and an increase of 163.5% to the Laguna Niguel area. In December 1987, the 
Crown Valley Branch was opened to serve the burgeoning Laguna Niguel community. A small 
decline in circulation at Dana Niguel has been experienced, but with continuing growth throughout 
the south county, this slump will surely be temporary. Two large hotels bring tourists who seek out 
information and leisure reading, and a new hotel complex to.rise on Spey adjacent to the library 
promises a varied clientele. 
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EL TORO BRANCH LIBRARY 
24672 Raymond Way, El Toro, CA 92630 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1981 


Architect Richard K. Brooks, Jr. 10,000 sq.ft. 
Dougherty & Dougherty 1,400 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 53,400 
Book collection 85,600 
Periodical collection 206 


Special collection World War II 
Braille Talking Books 


Special equipment VCR/Monitor 
Magazine Collection 
Closed caption device 
Computer for public use 
Infotrac 


Unique features Friends of the Library bookstore 
Outside display case 
Meeting room 
Patio 
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EL TORO BRANCH LIBRARY 


The El Toro Branch Library opened to the public for the first time on Saturday, April ll, 1981. Mrs. 
Donna Laffoon was the first branch librarian. 


Library service had been established in the community by several weekly bookmobile stops in the El 
Toro/Laguna Hills area. When the branch was first opened, it included Bookmobile Services. This 
became necessary when it was determined that most of the bookmobile stops were in the fast- 
growing south county area. In 1982, it was obvious that this area would require libraries which 
would accommodate the growing population. The cost of operating the bookmobile was becoming 
prohibitive, so bookmobile services were phased out, and the much needed space was utilized by the 
burgeoning El Toro Branch Library. 


The land on which the library is located was donated by the Prothero family to the County of Or- 
ange. The Prothero family have been residents of the El Toro area since the 1900’s. The building 
also has the distinction of having been the first solar library in the State of California when it was 
built. 


El Toro is one of the most diversified communities in Orange County, with young families, retired 
military, and Leisure World residents. In effect, the branch serves patrons from the “cradle to the 
grave,” in terms of the age spread. It is also a heavily commercial section of Orange County, and 
many patrons use the branch during the day but live out of the area. El Toro consequently experi- 
ences a tremendous variety of patron needs, and has responded to these needs with many innovative 
solutions. 


In 1987, the branch was completely refurbished and enlarged by 1400 square feet, including a large 
meeting room, and a Friends of the Library bookstore. The rearrangement has resulted in increased 
efficiency in traffic patterns and work space. Until projected branches are built, El Toro is busily 
serving patrons from the new areas of Rancho Santa Margarita and Coto de Caza, as well as the El 
Toro area. 
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FOUNTAIN VALLEY BRANCH LIBRARY 
17565 Los Alamos, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1964 


Architect Blurock & Assoc. 
9,243 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 55,100 
Book collection 56,000 
Periodical collection 216 


Special collection Adult Literacy 
Spanish Language 
Korean Language 


Special equipment Coastline Community College Audio/Video cassettes 
and players 
Magazine Collection 
Microfiche Reader-Printer 
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FOUNTAIN VALLEY BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Fountain Valley Branch Library serves the City of Fountain Valley and residents of adjacent 
areas. County library service began as early as 1921 in the Talbert School. The County Bookmo- 
bile provided service from 1959 through 1964, when a building of 5,200 square feet was constructed 
in the Civic Center complex. Dorise Jesko was the first librarian. 


Five years later, the population of Fountain Valley had increased by 41%. Additions were made to 
the building bringing it up to the present 9,243 square feet. 


The reference and non-fiction collections have been integrated to create separate wings of the 
building for children and for adult fiction collections. Windows are strategically located to provide 
visibility of the well landscaped grounds of the Civic Center. A comfortable reading lounge looks 
out on bushes of yellow roses. The atmosphere is pleasant and inviting. 


In August 1984, the library patrons enthusiastically received the change from book catalog to COM 
catalogs and the automated circulation control system. The collection of the branch undergoes 
constant scrutiny to reflect the needs of the diverse community. The demand for more books in 
large print and for adult literacy materials has been steadily increasing. The library has a Reading 
Skills Center, stocked with books and tapes to aid the beginning adult reader. 


The Fountain Valley Branch has been supported through the years by a strong Friends of the Li- 
brary, many of whom are charter members. 


The City of Fountain Valley and the County of Orange are currently negotiating to build a new, 
15,000 square foot library on the land adjacent to the present building. The property under consid- 
eration for the new facility had been used as a horse ranch for many years. Ralph Allen has been 
designated as the architect, and preliminary sketches indicate that the community will soon boast a 
spectacular new library building. 
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GARDEN GROVE REGIONAL LIBRARY 
11200 Stanford, Garden Grove, CA 92640 


VITAL STATISTICS 

Opened 1969 

Architect James R. Wilde, Lee F. Wilcox, & Ron Yeo 
21,484 sq.ft. 

Population of area served 132,000 

Book collection 110,000 

Periodical collection 1,000 


Special collection Federal and State Government Publications Selective Depository 
Art Reference 
Consumer Health 
Native American Collection 
Korean language books, magazines, videos and cassettes 
Business collection 
Job and career information 


Special equipment Infotrac 
Magazine Collection 
Electronic mail and access to online information systems 
Microfilm and fiche Reader-Printer 


Unique features Friends of the Library bookstore 
Meeting room 
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GARDEN GROVE REGIONAL LIBRARY 


The Garden Grove Regional Library is one of three branches serving the City of Garden Grove. The 
Garden Grove Branch was one of the first established branches of the Orange County Free Library, 
as the Orange County Public Library was known when Mrs. Pearl Haskins became the first librarian 
on October 25, 1921. The branch’s original quarters were a room in the YMCA building at the 
corner of Ocean and Walnut. From the outset, the branch was a success and at the end of the first 
year, almost 4,000 volumes had circulated to 383 patrons. A pattern had been established and, while 
the room was enlarged and redecorated in 1929 to handle a growing patronage, the space soon was 
insufficient. 


The library was moved to still larger quarters in the Chamber of Commerce building in 1933, where 
library use seemed to stabilize, at least for the duration of the depression. With the onslaught of 
World War II, there was a lag in demand, which was suddenly reversed at the war’s end. By 1947, 
circulation was equal to any previous high, and by 1950 it was 50% again larger. Patronage also had 
increased. In 1952, the library was moved to quarters in a new building on Main Street, but even the 
new location was inadequate in the face of the population explosion of the 1950’s. By 1956, the 
library occupied the entire building and in 1958 a children’s wing was added. Still demand contin- 
ued to grow and, to alleviate the load partially, bookmobile service to Garden Grove was initiated in 
1959, but even this was soon inadequate. 1964 saw the opening of two additional branches in 
Garden Grove, and plans were made for the Garden Grove Branch to expand further in an 

effort to serve the community more efficiently. 


The Garden Grove Regional Branch was opened in 1969, merging the collections and staff of the old 
Garden Grove Branch and Adult Reference Center from Headquarters under the first Regional 
Branch Librarian, Mrs. Katherine Spencer. Currently the largest of the Orange County Public 
Library branches, it is built on two levels and includes a separate Children’s Room on the lower 
level, facing an attractive sunken patio which admits natural light. 


In addition to continuing to provide direct service to the City of Garden Grove, the Garden Grove 
Regional Branch has continuously provided second level reference service to community branches 
in the county. 


The Regional Branch was completely refurbished during 1982/83 as part of a major remodeling 
which provided a ramp and an elevator to facilitate handicapped access. When the circulation of 
video cassettes replaced the Audio-Visual Department on the lower level, that space was remodeled 
and the Friends of the Library bookstore opened in 1988. In December 1989, the branch will again 
be refurbished due to heavy usage, and the need to adequately utilize the proliferation of electronic 
equipment. Circulation and reference desks will be redesigned to increase efficient use of space for 
staff. The children's room will be refurbished and restructured; and the meeting room space will be 
doubled. . 
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14361 Yale Avenue, Irvine, CA 92714 


VITAL STATISTICS 

Opened 1988 

Architect Tony Anthony of Anthony & Langford 
18,000 sq.ft. 

Population of area served 94,139 

Book collection 110,000 

Periodical collection 287 


Special collection Business, Art, History, Literature, Psychology 
and Philosophy 


Special equipment Electronic mail and access to online information systems for second level 

reference 

Infotrac 

Moody’s Manuals on microfiche from 1909 

Newsbank 

Supermap 
-file 

Data Times 

Magazine Collection 

Business Collection 

Lotus one source (Datext) 


Unique features Computer for public use in computer room 
Fireplaces 
Meeting room 
Reading areas with patios 
Friends of the Library bookstore 
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HERITAGE PARK REGIONAL LIBRARY 


The Heritage Park Regional Library opened its doors on June 3, 1988, after an unprecedented four- 
year building period. 


Complications between the City of Irvine and the contractor resulted in a two- and-a-half year delay. 
However, the long awaited branch became the flagship of the electronic library world in the Orange 
County Public Library. The 18,000 square foot building, on an acre of land, surrounded by Heri- 
tage Park and all the community facilities therein, is replete with the latest special equipment and 
CD-ROM computer services. Barbara Brook is its first librarian. 


The Regional Library is located in one of the most upscale communities of Orange County. It 
serves not only the City of Irvine but the entire County. The residents of Irvine were being served 
by the University Park Branch since it opened in 1975. It was soon evident, however, that another 
large branch would be required, not only because of the proximity to the University of California at 
Irvine, but also because this new city, planned from its very inception, grew at a steady pace bring- 
ing with it many more demands for a variety of services. 
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LAGUNA BEACH BRANCH LIBRARY 
363 Glenneyre, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1972 
Architect Fred M. Briggs 

9,611 sq.ft. 
Population of area served 25,000 
Book collection 50,000 
Periodical collection 230 


LIBRARY 


PEE Papen eR aa OCI 


Special collection Art 
Children’s literature for research and study 
Local history 


Special equipment Electric typewriter for public use 
Magazine Collection 
VCR/Monitor 
Microfiche Reader-Printer 


Unique features Lounge window overlooking Pacific Ocean 
Friends of the Library bookstore 
Meeting room 
Patio 
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LAGUNA BEACH 


An investigation into the history of the Laguna Beach Library presents two outstanding impressions: 
1) As one of the oldest libraries of Orange County, it exemplifies a growth pattern common to the 
entire system; 2) The scenario of movements to provide quality service reflects the cultural ardor 
characterizing the population in this coastal “art colony.” 


A collision of myth and fact clouds the precise founding date of Laguna’s very first library. By 
some accounts, public service began in 1920 in a store on Forest Avenue (this before the Orange 
County library system was established). By other accounts, it was in 1921 that a small frame build- 
ing was filled with books, a portrait of which hangs in the present building. This was located on First 
Street (now Glenneyre) just off Forest Avenue. Mrs. Lucie V. Boyle was the first librarian. This 
charming “little wooden library” was on city owned property and shared the space with the Chamber 
of Commerce. 


Not unlike other communities in this country, World War II and its immediate aftermath forced a 
reordering of priorities; library expansion came to a halt. However, by 1954, increasing awareness of 
the inadequacy of library space finally culminated in a completely new structure, dubbed by one 
journalist as a “spiffy” building. Indeed, the 2200 square foot library was a spacious edifice com- 
pared to its predecessor of less than 1000 square feet. 


In the late 1960’s, reports that the library had more patrons per capita and more circulation per 
library card than any other Orange County city, gave support to the growing number of voices 
calling for larger facilities. In 1971, the collection was moved to cramped temporary quarters on 
north Coast Highway while a new library was being built. In 1972, after overcoming many hurdles, 
the city deeded the property to the County of Orange with the understanding that the building would 
include a permanent home for the Chamber of Commerce. The site selected was the former site, 
plus part of a city street. The library features an open design, extensive use of warm woods, sky- 
lights and windows. Both patrons and staff welcomed the substantially increased space for library 
materials. 


Additional footage was created in 1981 with the enclosure of an existing patio, made possible 
through a bequest by a long-time Laguna Beach resident. This new room provides a pleasant spot 
for primary books, storytimes, and extended meeting room facilities. 


The most recent response to the community’s quest for reading materials is the Laguna Beach 
Friends of the Library bookstore. In 1987 the store, located on the lower level of the library site, 
opened its door to eagerly waiting customers. 


The Laguna Beach Library has continued to adapt its collection to the changing needs of its patrons. 
Scheduled development of the community’s rural-like environs will undoubtedly alter the character 
of the area and the require- ments, of the reading public. Yet, history suggests that the library will be 
ready again to meet the challenge of these new demands. 
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LA HABRA BRANCH LIBRARY 
221 E. La Habra Blvd. La Habra, CA 90631 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1983 


Architect Anthony & Langford 
15,000 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 48,000 
Book collection 65,000 
Periodical collection 215 


Special collection Spanish Language 
Latino Studies 


Special equipment Magazine Collection 
MITSUBISHI large sceen TV 
VCR/Monitor 
Typewriters for public use 


Unique features Conference room 


Meeting room 
Patio 
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LA HABRA BRANCH LIBRARY 


The La Habra Branch Library serves La Habra and residents of surrounding county territory. It is 
one of the oldest branches in the system, having been established in 1921. Mrs. Frederick B. Drake 
was its first librarian. 


It was originally housed in the Citizens National Bank with a collection of 481 volumes. By 1925, a 
card catalog was begun and in 1929 the collection was moved into new quarters. The depression 
years imposed a heavy load on the La Habra branch facility and by the mid 30’s, it was decided a 
larger building was to be constructed in a joint city-county WPA project. In 1937, the library on 
Erna and Hiatt was occupied. 


As with many other branches of the system, the years of World War II, saw a decline in library 
patronage. However, the population boom of the 1950’s, completely reversed this earlier pattern and 
by 1958, it was necessary to open the basement of the La Habra Branch for use as a children’s 
section and remodel the building. 


In 1966, a new facility was built directly in front of the existing building. 

It was 7,800 square feet and would be able to house a collection of up to 50,000 volumes. As the 
years passed, the population kept increasing, and the shelves began to fill to excess. In 1978, the 
library had again outgrown its walls with the collection numbering over 60,000 volumes. 


In 1982, the collection was packed up and moved to a city-owned building while the library was 
completely renovated, and the size nearly doubled. In March 1983, the new 15,000 square foot 
library reopened. The facility not only provides for the present collection and its future growth, but 
there is also a large public meeting room, a conference room, a Friends of the Library bookstore, and 
ample study areas. The library also has a lounge area to accommodate the large collection of Span- 
ish materials. 
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LA PALMA BRANCH LIBRARY 
7842 Walker Street, La Palma, CA 90623 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1969 


Architect Tom & Truskier 
6,000 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 16,076 
Book collection 41,000 
Periodical collection 155 


Special collection Japanese language 

Special Equipment Microfiche reader/printer 

Unique feature Cable television service 
Meeting room 
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LA PALMA BRANCH LIBRARY 


The La Palma Branch Library serves the City of La Palma and residents of adjacent areas. It began 
operation in the late sixties with Lionel Ascher serving as its first librarian. 


The City of La Palma chose to contract with Orange County Public Library for service rather than to 
the Buena Park District Library. The new library was built in the new Civic Center on Jake Westra’s 
dairy property, and was occupied in September 1969. The library was readied for opening with the 
help of staffs from Garden Grove, Cypress and other branches. 


La Palma is the smallest city in Orange County in area with very little unincorporated county terri- 
tory in which to expand. Therefore, it is restricted in its future growth. The present area served by 
the library has observed a constant growth in population since 1969. The city business community 
has been considerably broadened by the establishment of new businesses and companies at a large 
commercial development known as Centerpointe. 


The City is fairly new, with most of the homes consisting of single family dwellings. In general, La 
Palma is a “bedroom” community, with emphasis on highly educated, young families made up of 
working parents with growing children. There is a growing Asian community, so the library has 
responded to this change in population pattern by housing a large Asian collection, including Japa- 
nese, Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese materials. 


In 1984-85, the library was completely refurbished and rearranged to more efficiently house the new 
electronic equipment. 
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12700 Montecito Road, Seal Beach, CA 90740 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1978 


Architect Tom & Truskier 
10,088 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 22,400 
Book collection 51,000 
Periodical collection 250 


Special equipment Magazine Collection 
Microfiche Reader-Printer 
Newspaper Index 
Manual typewriter for public use 
Compact disc player 
Large screen television/VCR 


Unique features Meeting room 
Patio 
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LOS ALAMITOS-ROSSMOOR BRANCH LIBRARY 


The first County Library service in Los Alamitos was delivered from the old Laurel School 
principal’s office as early as 1921. This location near Los Alamitos Boulevard and Katella was in 
the center of town. By January 1, 1935, in the midst of the great depression, the Los Alamitos 
Branch was formally established at Laurel School. Mrs. Grace Green was the first librarian. 


Through the late 1930’s and early 1940’s, the community was growing rapidly. The United States 
Naval Air Station moved from Long Beach to Los Alamitos in 1941, bringing new housing for Navy 
families and contributing to the increased demand for library service. The Los Alamitos Library had 
outgrown its quarters at the school and in February 1941, moved across the street from Laurel 
School to a new store next to the Post Office. Circulation tripled the following year. 


During the World War II years and the early 1950’s, there was a temporary leveling off in the 
growth of the area. On September 15, 1950, the library moved to the new Post Office building 
where it was remodeled and enlarged in 1956. By the mid 1950’s, the population explosion was 
well under way in Los Alamitos and plans for a new housing development in the unincorporated area 
of Rossmoor were filed on October 30, 1956. 


Thanks to the “baby boom” and mass migration to the suburbs in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, 
the library experienced unprecedented growth. In 1959, circulation doubled and patronage increased 
four times. In 1962, these figures had doubled again. There was clearly a need for a new, perma- 
nent location for the library. The same year the Rossmoor housing development was completed, the 
Los Alamitos Library moved to its current home in the Rossmoor Shopping Center. At this point, 
the name of the library became the Los Alamitos-Rossmoor Branch. Later in 1967, the Rossmoor 
Shopping Center was annexed by Seal Beach, changing the address of the library from Los Alamitos 
Boulevard to Seal Beach Boulevard. 


During the 1960’s and 1970’s, the population continued to explode. By 1972, new apartments and 
condominiums were built north of the library, the College Park East housing tract in Seal Beach was 
completed, and a large housing area was built at the Los Alamitos Naval Station. The resulting 
increase in population created new demands on the library. As a result, in 1977, a library expansion 
of 5,000 square feet began by architect Tom & Truskier. In August 1978, the new 10,088 square 
foot library opened. 


In July 1985, a fire in the bookdrop caused considerable damage to the interior of the library, and as 
a result, it was refurbished and completely rearranged, including a new circulation and reference 
desk, modified to accommodate the new technology. The library reopened in November 1985. 


In the Fall of 1989, construction of a Friends of the Library bookstore is planned for the south patio 
area. The bookstore will be staffed by volunteers of the Friends of the Library. 
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MESA VERDE BRANCH LIBRARY 
2969 Mesa Verde Drive East, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


VITAL STATISTICS 

Opened 1965 

Architect Schwager, DeSatoff & Henderson 
6,458 sq.ft. 

Population of area served 91,891 

Book collection 42,800 

Periodical collection 167 


Special equipment Magazine Collection 
Microfiche Reader-Printer 
VCR/Monitor 
Infotrac 


Unique features Tri-level building 
Patio 


38 


MESA VERDE BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Mesa Verde Branch of the Orange County Public Library is one of two branches serving the 
City of Costa Mesa. Its sister branch is the original Costa Mesa Library, which was established in 
1921. For 44 years, and in several locations, the Costa Mesa Branch Library served as the only 
library in the city. 


By 1960, it was evident that Costa Mesa had become a commercial and industrial center. The 
population of 32,000 had spread to the north and west. Bookmobile service was started in these 
areas and it was soon apparent that another branch library was needed. Its location was established 
by the experience gained by the bookmobile. 


On November 1, 1965, the Mesa Verde Branch Library was opened with a basic collection of 11,500 
books. Its first librarian was Miss Esther Burch. During the first months of operation, circulation 
reached over 12,000 books per month. Almost half of this was juvenile material. 


Today, the collection has increased to over 42,000 books and related items. The library serves the 
northern section of the city, which has an unusually high educational achievement level. After 
several years of declining population among its youngest citizens, registration by children is on the 
rise. 


In 1987, the branch was completely refurbished. New circulation and information desks were 


installed. With the change of many single family homes to apartment buildings and condominiums, 
the population of Costa Mesa continues to increase. 
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MISSION VIEJO BRANCH LIBRARY 
24851 Chrisanta Drive, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1971 


Architect Tom & Truskier 
9,155 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 75,054 
Book collection 80,000 
Periodical collection 432 


Special collection Business 
Swimming 


Special equipment Magazine Collection 
Newspaper Index 
Microfiche Reader-Printer 
Infotrac 


MISSION VIEJO BRANCH LIBRARY 


Mission Viejo Branch Library grew out of a need to provide library service to the growing South 
Orange County area. From 1965 to 1971, Mission Viejo and the surrounding communities received 
library services through the Orange County Public Library Bookmobile. As the community ex- 
panded, the need for a permanent facility became evident. A site for a branch was donated by the 
Mission Viejo Company. Doors opened on February 22, 1971 with Lucille Martel as branch librar- 
ian. 


Opening of the Mission Viejo Library brought a new dimension of library service to the southern 
region. The library was intended to provide direct library service to the Mission Viejo community as 
well as to the communities of Leisure World, El Toro, Moulton Ranch, Laguna Hills and portions of 
Laguna Niguel, until separate facilities would be developed. In addition, the Mission Viejo Library 
was to serve as the Regional Reference Center for the Southern Region until a larger facility could 
be constructed. Over the past 17 years, service to the community has grown at a steady rate and the 
Mission Viejo Regional Library has become one of the most heavily used of all the Orange County 
branches. 


Mission Viejo Library opened with 30-35,000 volumes, was expected to grow to 54,000, and pres- 
ently houses approximately 76-80,000 volumes. Mission Viejo Library was the second Regional 
Reference Center built in the Orange County system. It remained a Regional Reference Center until 
1988, when a larger facility, Heritage Park Regional Library, Irvine, was opened. 


Construction of the Mission Viejo Library was designed to reflect the “Contemporary Spanish” 
theme which predominates in the Mission Viejo community. To achieve the Spanish look, the 
exterior of the library was constructed of masonry and wood stud with stucco and complemented 
with a mission tile roof. The Spanish theme was continued in the interior through the use of heavy 
wood beams. Easy access and close proximity to the Mission Viejo High School make it a branch 
popular to teens, as well as to the business community. 


With the change in status from regional to community library, the branch presently serves the com- 
munities of Mission Viejo, Laguna Hills, Rancho Santa Margarita and El Toro. It no longer supports 
the collections of the other southern region branches, but rather concentration is aimed at the present 
demands of the local populace. 


Mission Viejo voted to become a city in March 31, 1988. With 90,000 being the expected popula- 
tion of the new city, the Mission Viejo Library is once again adjusting. Discussions to construct a 
larger facility to house and provide further services for the needs of the City of Mission Viejo are 
presently in process. 
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SAN CLEMENTE BRANCH LIBRARY 
242 Avenida Del Mar, San Clemente, CA 92672 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1982 


Architect Jim Chase 
10,000 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 35,501 
Book collection 55,400 
Periodical collection 2200 


Special collection Literacy 
Original collection of Erle Stanley Gardner books donated by Mrs. Gardner 
Braille Talking Books 


Special equipment Magazine Collection 
Telephone for hearing impaired (TDD) 
Apple computer w/printer for public use 
Microfiche Reader-Printer 
VCR/Monitor 


Unique features Fireplace 
Stained glass windows 
Collection of art donated by local artists 
Patio 
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SAN CLEMENTE BRANCH LIBRARY 


The San Clemente Library was established in 1928, with Mrs. Loral H. Caskey as its first librarian. 
The location of that first branch was the butler’s pantry in the then new community club house. 
Early growth was relatively slow and it was not until 1940 that larger quarters on the club house’s 
enclosed veranda were occupied. As had been the case throughout the depression, library patronage 
grew slowly during World War II and the Korean conflict. By 1950 this trend was broken. Circula- 
tion almost doubled in two years, and the former quarters rapidly became obsolete. 


The branch was moved from the community club house to a new building in May, 1951 just in time 
to meet the population boom of the 1950’s. Crowded again in just five years, the library was moved 
in October 1956. This site was also expanded and the branch remained here until the present build- 
ing was constructed and opened in 1982. Until the new and larger quarters were built, San 
Clemente was served by both the branch and by the bookmobile. 


The present library, replete with the handiwork of local artisans, is a beautiful example of Mediter- 
ranean style buildings near the ocean, and is neighbor to a fine Senior Citizens Center. 
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SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO REGIONAL LIBRARY 
31495 El Camino Real, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1983 


Architect: | Michael Graves 
12,000 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 22,450 
Book collection 51,300 
Periodical collection 253 


Special collection Architecture 
California History 
Spanish Language 


Special equipment Electronic mail and access to online information 
system for second level reference 
Infotrac 
Computer for public use 
Magazine Collection 


Unique features Fireplace 
Reflecting pool 
Fountain in courtyard 
Story tower 


SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO REGIONAL LIBRARY 


The San Juan Capistrano Regional Branch of the Orange County Public Library serves the communi- 
ties of San Juan Capistrano and Capistrano Beach, and residents in surrounding county territory. The 
San Juan Capistrano Branch is one of the oldest library branches in the system, having been estab- 
lished in 1921, with Mrs. M.M. Parker as its first librarian. 


From 1921 to 1937, the collection was housed in the high school where it provided vital community 
adult education service during the Depression. In 1937 it was moved to an adobe building down- 
town, which was promptly referred to as the “Black Hole of Calcutta.” It came as no surprise when 
in 1940, the branch was moved to somewhat larger and a little more comfortable quarters where it 
remained through World War II and the Korean conflict. By 1952, however, even those quarters had 
become inadequate as waves of newcomers swept into Orange County. 


In 1953, the library was moved again; this time to a central location in the Old Justice Court Adobe 
where still more room was available. The lease here expired in 1963. Library service was continued 
during the following period by bookmobile service until 1965, when a new location in the El Adobe 
Shopping Center was found. The library was moved once more in 1976, to Birtcher Plaza, where its 
location below ground level earned it the unofficial title of “Mystery Library.” 


As if in reaction to these years of obscurity, a group of local citizens requested a new, larger building, 
one that was to be in keeping with the Old Mission that still dominates the town. City and County 
officials undertook the project jointly, holding an architectural competition, and selected Princeton 
professor Michael Graves as architect. Graves paid homage to the city’s past by including a wealth 
of historical references in his design. Beamed ceiling, massive-looking walls, earth-toned paint and 
stencilled designs evoke the spirit of early California, and make the library a fitting neighbor to the 
San Juan Capistrano Mission. 


Since its opening in December 1983, the building has become an architectural landmark, and has 
drawn visitors from all over the world. Major periodicals everywhere have featured it, and over nine 
thousand visitors have taken tours conducted by docents. 


Local residents enhance regular library services by funding and organizing major exhibits and con- 
certs in the building. One especially successful program was “Early California Reflections,” an 
exhibit and lecture series funded in 1986 by the National Endowment for the Humanities. 


As a regional reference center, the library serves the public with over 6,000 reference books. A 


special California collection emphasizes the San Juan Capistrano Mission period in Orange County’s 
history. 
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-LEI B 
2300 Beverly Manor Road, Seal Beach, CA 90740 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1973 


Architect Richard Tom 
5,150 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 10,000 
Book collection 19,400 
Periodical collection 98 


Special collection Microfiche telephone directories since 1981 
Genealogy 
Large print books 


Special equipment Electric typewriter for public use 
Microfiche Reader 


Unique features Friends of the Library bookstore 
Patio 
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SEAL BEACH-LEISURE WORLD LIBRARY 


The Seal Beach-Leisure World Library serves the residents of both Leisure World and the City of 
Seal Beach. It began operation in January of 1963. Mrs. Vera Christensen was the first librarian. 


Initially, the library occupied a room in the Medical Building within the Leisure World compound. 
Its reception by the community was overwhelming, and the steady growth of patronage was a reflec- 
tion of this. In contrast to the circulation of slightly less than 10,000 volumes in its first year of 
operation were the 70,000 volumes circulated less than two years later. Such a growth rate could 
only underline the need for expanded facilities. 


In November 1965, the Leisure World Branch moved to more spacious quarters in the Leisure World 
Shopping Center. In addition to the increased size, 1220 square feet, the new location had greatly 
improved parking, a reading area for patrons, and carpeting for noise reduction. By the end of the 
1960’s, it was obvious again that the enormous per capita use of the branch necessitated another 
move. 


In March 1972, it was announced that a new library would be constructed at the west end of Beverly 
Manor Road. Located just outside the gates of the Leisure World community, it would be accessible 
to the general public. The Golden Rain Foundation of Leisure World, the City of Seal Beach and the 
County of Orange all contributed to the construction costs. The library would be 4,000 sq.ft. 


The support group for the library, the Friends of the Leisure World Library, quickly became the 
largest such group in the Orange County system. Because of economies at construction time, the 
landscaping was not embellished. The Friends requested an outdoor reading area in front of the 
entrance. It was granted, and a lovely lanai was built, surrounded by plants and flowers. The 
Friends soon realized, however, the necessity for providing more space in the library for their im- 
mensely successful ongoing book sales. They initiated a campaign fund, negotiated with the County 
Library for the expansion, and are in the process of building a Friends of the Library bookstore and 
meeting room. The original architect for the building, Richard Tom of Huntington Beach, has been 
appointed to design the new addition. 


The Seal Beach-Leisure World Branch is unique in the respect that patrons of the library are free to 


donate many volunteer hours and effort to make this a pivotal place in their community. With the 
exception of service to children, the Leisure World Branch provides all library services. 
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SEAL BEACH-MARY WILSON BRANCH LIBRARY 
707 Electric Avenue, Seal Beach, CA 90740 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1978 


Architect Anthony & Langford 
10,000 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 27,400 


Book collection 35,000 
Periodical collection 147 


Special equipment Computer for public use 
Electric typewriters for public use 
Microfiche Reader-Printer 


Unique features Fireplace 
Story hour arena 
Meeting room 
Friends of the Library room 
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SEAL BEACH-MARY WILSON BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Seal Beach-Mary Wilson Branch of the Orange County Public Library is one of three library 
branches serving the City of Seal Beach. Its companions in this service area are the Seal Beach- 
Leisure World Branch and the Los Alamitos-Rossmoor Branch. One of the oldest branches in the 
county library system, the Seal Beach Branch began operation on October Il, 1921. Miss Sarah 
Dyson was its first librarian. 


The community took immediately to library services, as reflected by a 1924 circulation of over 7,000 
volumes. A greatly enlarged collection and increasing patronage required larger quarters and so in 
1929 the library was moved to a frame building while awaiting completion of its permanent home in 
the new City Hall. In 1930, the move to City Hall was completed. 


Throughout the Depression, the Seal Beach Branch was called on heavily to provide much needed 
materials concerning new skills and job preparation. Even through World War II and the Korean 
conflict, there was only a negligible decline in library use. The population boom of the 1950’s had a 
slight effect on patronage, but by 1960, as the rest of northwest Orange County began to develop, an 
increasing demand for library service was felt in Seal Beach. 


By 1962, both circulation and patron registration had almost doubled, and in readiness for further 
increases in demand for library service, a new library was opened opposite City Hall. The move was 
timely and by 1965, circulation and patronage had doubled the 1960 levels. 


In 1977, the City Council voted to build a new library on the newly formed parkway in the city. The 
pending increase in population was the determining factor in this decision. In 1978, the library was 
relocated once more. 


The library as we know it today was named in honor of Mary B. Wilson who had been the librarian 
from 1943 until her death in 1973. The new building was officially opened on January 30, 1978. 
The library is 10,000 square feet, adjoined by a Senior Citizens Room. The building is a brick 
structure with a red tile roof, located in a park one block from the ocean. 
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SILVERADO BRANCH LIBRARY 
28192 Silverado Canyon Road, Silverado, CA 92676 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Opened 1964 

1,119 sq.ft. 
Architect Silverado Plaza 
Population of area served 1,500 
Book collection 10,000 
Periodical collection 62 


= ‘ @ SILVERADO 
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Special collection Santa Ana Mountain Historical Collection including Silverado, Modjeska 
and Trabuco Canyon history. 

Special equipment Emergency equipment 

Unique features Natural landscaping that includes stream directly 


behind the branch, and outside storyhour area with 
tree stump, grass and flowers. 
Emergency Center Command Post during natural disasters. 
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SILVERADO BRANCH LIBRARY 


Although Orange County has become a fast-paced, high-powered, affluent county, it is refreshing to 
note that in one corner of the county there is still a community which has lost very little of its rural 
flavor. 


The Silverado Branch provides library service to residents in the eastern sector of the Santa Ana 
Mountains. The first library service to this area was instituted in 1930. The first librarian was Miss 
Elsie McClelland. 


Miss Elsie as she was called, wrote to Washington, D.C. to establish a post office in the area. Once 
she received the paperwork to do so, a hotel owner provided a plot of land and an old log cabin to 
house the post office and a “Library” which consisted of 60 books from the County Library. Miss 
Elsie retired in 1946 and the log cabin was given to her as a retirement home. The post office moved 
to its own building and the library was settled in an old barber shop. 


The population boom of the 50’s and 60’s was only lightly reflected as a slow but steady growth. In 
view of this growth, Silverado Library was moved into a new building in the Silverado Shopping 
Center in 1964. The local newspaper was impressed with the fact that this building had the first air 
conditioning unit in Silverado, and urged its readers to visit the library and bask in this modern 
wonder. As time went on, the library became the center for tourist information and for researchers 
into Silverado Canyon history. It was the only public building in Silverado Canyon. 


During the floods of 1969, a transformer fell and broke into the building. The acting librarian at the 
time was lucky to have the fire crew nearby and they evacuated her immediately; she remembers 
being carried piggyback to her home in Modjeska Canyon. As soon as they could, the community 
rallied to the ailing librarian’s side by collecting fines, taking in books, and helping patrons until she 
could return. The books were dried and the library was kept open during the rebuilding of the 
damaged roof. 


The Silverado branch kept up with all the changes that were occurring in the system, from book 
catalogs to computers, from McNaughton collection to increased periodicals, compact discs and 
videocassettes. In addition to all this, the branch has become an Emergency Center Command Post 
during natural disasters. During the 1984 brush fire on Modjeska Grade, residents from that area 
were unable to get home. They had no place to go and ended up at the library. During power 
outages, patrons would bring over lanterns and high-beam flashlights to help students.and patrons in 
the library. This is now standard equipment. In 1987, during the Silverado fire, the library was set 
up as acommand post by the fire department, and library staff lived for three days in the library, 
communicating with residents by telephone and walk-ins. 


A result of the many natural disasters that can overtake a community in such a rural area was the 
establishment of a Residents Emergency Action Committee or REAC. 


It is the only library branch with a hitching post in front for patrons on horseback. Along with 
books, magazines, videos and compact discs, the Silverado Branch Library also circulates jumper 
cables, small cages for trapping or transporting small animals, a snake pole for removing snakes, 
lanterns, blankets, food, etc. 


The present branch librarian, Lucille Cruz, who has watched over this unusual branch since 1978, 


and who also received her first gift from a little boy—a drunken lizard in a coke bottle—points out 
that working in this library brings the unexpected each and every day. 
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STANTON BRANCH LIBRARY 
7850 Katella Avenue, Stanton, CA 90680 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1974 
Architect Tom & Truskier 

5,890 sq.ft. 
Population of area served 28,116 
Book collection 39,200 
Periodical collection 155 


heal 
Special collection Spanish Language 
Special equipment Microfiche Reader-Printer 
Unique feature Meeting room 
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STANTON BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Stanton Branch began operation on April 1, 1940, with Mrs. Geraldine Kahl as its first librarian. 
The location of that first branch was one room in an office building on the northeast corner of 
Cerritos and Beach Boulevard. The library had to move when Beach Boulevard was widened. The 
library shared one half of a building with a restaurant; there was a small partition in between. 


The library was located in a shopping center on Cerritos Avenue from 1956 to 1974. From 1956 
until 1959, the library was in one small store. In 1959, it was enlarged into two stores. The library 
had old wooden shelving, plastic tile floor, large store front windows and no air conditioning. In the 
latter part of 1960’s, the inside of the building was refurbished with paint and metal library shelving. 


In April, 1974, the library moved to its present location as part of the Stanton Civic Center. Since 
then the building has undergone a complete rearrangement and refurbishment, with central informa- 
tion desk and a new circulation counter. The rearrangement enhances the building considerably, 
providing maximum efficiency for movement and traffic. 


The Stanton Branch continues to respond to the needs of its community. A large Spanish collection 
of materials serves the Hispanic population of Stanton. 


Future planning for the library will revolve around the redevelopment of the city’s civic center. 
Plans are to build a larger library or remodel the present building. 
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TUSTIN BRANCH LIBRARY 
345 E. Main Street, Tustin, CA 92680 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1976 


Architect Lee F. Wilcox & Assoc. 
15,000 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 72,000 


Book collection 77,000 
Periodical collection 280 


Special collection Baseball 
Black Studies 
Braille Talking Books 
Photography 

Special equipment Magazine Collection 


Typewriter for public use 


Unique features Cathedral ceiling 
Friends of the Library bookstore 
Meeting room 
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TUSTIN BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Tustin Branch Library of the Orange County Public Library serves the City of Tustin and the 
residents of surrounding county territory. Although the County Library had established a reading 
room in Tustin in 1924, branch service was not started until 1931. The first librarian at the Tustin 
branch was Hazel Gowdy. 


Library operations were interrupted by the 1933 earthquake, which severely damaged a large portion 
of the community. As a result of the damage from the tremors, the library was moved to the First 
National Bank building where it remained until 1939. In that year, the library moved to a store 
building on Main Street. All the shelving and furniture for the new location was made by shop 
students at Tustin High School. 


In 1949, a temporary move to another store location preceded the move to a new City Hall building 
in 1950. By 1958, new and larger quarters were needed, and on July 7, 1958, those quarters were 
occupied. By 1963, circulation was three times the 1958 circulation and patron registrations had 
doubled. The County of Orange responded by expanding the library building and adding parking 
facilities. 


In the early seventies annual circulation had reached 369,000, and there was growing community 
support for a new library building. Tustin Branch Librarian, Harriet Scheldrup and the Friends of 
the Tustin Library were active advocates for a new building that would adequately house the grow- 
ing collection, provide meeting space for library and community activities and offer sufficient 
parking for patrons. An agreement between the County of Orange and the City of Tustin resulted in 
the dedication on July 16, 1976 of a new 15,000 square foot building located in the Tustin Civic 
Center complex. 


In 1983, the Friends of the Library encouraged the County Library to enclose a patio to be used as a 
storage room for book sales with a gift of $6,000. Once the room was completed, it was decided to 
use this room for a bookstore, and attractive shelving and work counter were installed. The book- 
store has been very successful. 


The Tustin Library was completely renovated in 1984 in conjunction with the conversion of the 
collection to the automated circulation control system. It continues to be one of the busiest branches 
in the Orange County Public Library system, meeting the demands of the ever growing, ever chang- 
ing community. 
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4512 Sandburg Way, Irvine, CA 92715 


VITAL STATISTICS 

Opened 1975 

Architect George Knowles & Larry La Bonte 
11,097 sq.ft. 

Population of area served 94,139 

Book collection 63,000 

Periodical collection 300 
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Special collection Chinese, Persian 

Special equipment Magazine collection 
Computer (Apple Ie) w/printer for public use 
VCR/Monitor 

Unique features Friends of the Library bookstore 


Meeting room 
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UNIVERSITY PARK BRANCH LIBRARY 


The University Park Library began service on October 20, 1975 with Bette Ewan as its first branch 
librarian. It is located in the village of University Park, two miles from the University of California, 
Irvine. The building won an American Institute of Architects, Orange County Chapter, design 
award in 1979. The natural wood walls create an attractive, cozy and homey atmosphere, and large 
windows bring warming sunshine and beautiful sky into the library. 


Before the existence of the library, Orange County Public Library bookmobiles visited several areas 
within Irvine. These bookmobiles started a strong user trend and established the need for a perma- 
nent library with full services. 


The library started with a collection of approximately 20,000 volumes serving a population of 
35,000. During the first year of operation, over half the collection was in circulation at all times. 
Five years later there were more than 25,000 registered borrowers. 


By 1980, a second library was planned for Irvine, a totally planned community. However, the 
Heritage Park Regional Library did not open until the middle of 1988. 


In 1984, when the Orange County Public Library system converted to automated circulation control, 
the library was completely renovated. Several physical rearrangements were made to improve 
efficiency. The circulation area was modified and reference and children’s service desks relocated. 
A Friends of the Library bookshop and staff lounge was added the next year. Since then, the Friends 
have earned many thousands of dollars with which to fund programs and supplement special collec- 
tions. 


As the community in Irvine is very diversified, the library has the opportunity and advantage to 
work with ethnic communities residing here, and develop collections in other languages. In 1979, 
the Irvine Chinese School donated 250 volumes of children’s books in Chinese. In the same year, a 
budget was allocated for a Chinese collection to be housed in the library. By 1985, the University 
Park Branch had become a Chinese language resource center with a collection of approximately 
3,500 volumes. 


Meanwhile, the collection in Japanese, Korean, Spanish and Vietnamese were also established or 
expanded. Most recently, Friends of the Library donations of $1,000 has provided for the start of a 
collection of materials in Persian. The Persian community also generously participated in the 
project. As of June 1988, the Persian collection reached 600 volumes. 


Today, the materials checked out from the University Park Library are in many languages. This 
reflects the changing nature of the community and the library’s response to these changes. 


a 


VILLA PARK BRANCH LIBRARY 
17865 Santiago Blvd. Villa Park, CA 92667 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1972 


Architect Jay Cowan 


1,655 sq.ft. 
Population of area served 7,000 
Book collection 18,600 
Periodical collection 65 


i 
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VILLA PARK BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Villa Park Branch Library opened on July 1, 1958 and Mrs. Jean Thompson is its first librarian. 
The original 300 square foot branch library was in an unused principal’s office at the Villa Park 
Elementary School. The collection was transferred from the recently closed Ocean View Branch. 
The instant popularity of the branch created a demand for more space and an adjoining classroom 
was added to the library space. The community was served from this site until the current facility 
was opened following incorporation. 


The City of Villa Park is located in the foothills of the Santa Ana Mountains and is completely 
surrounded by the City of Orange. Basically a rural and agricultural community, the City incorpo- 
rated in 1962 to preserve this way of life and to avoid annexation to the City of Orange. With 
incorporation, there was a residential building rush and an immediate demand from new residents 
for more reading material, a larger facility, and easier access. In 1972, Villa Park built a new City 
Hall which included space for a new library. 


The present library opened on June 1, 1972. The branch is well located in the only shopping center 
within the city. Externally, the branch is pleasing in appearance and is easily accessible with ample 
parking. A balanced collection for adults and children is more than double the holdings of the old 
library. Though at capacity, the branch continues to meet the community needs. The public appre- 
ciates the informality of its closeness and is extremely pleased with the level of service they receive. 
The branch is a community branch in every sense. 
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11962 Bailey Street, Garden Grove, CA 92645 


VITAL STATISTICS 
Opened 1964 


Architect James R. Wilde 
5,279 sq.ft. 


Population of area served 134,306 
Book collection 35,000 
Periodical collection 165 
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Special equipment Microfiche Reader-Printer 


Unique feature Patio 


WEST GARDEN GROVE BRANCH LIBRARY 


West Garden Grove is one of the three branches serving the City of Garden Grove. The West Garden 
Grove area was annexed to the City of Garden Grove on July 14, 1961, with a population of 3,424. 
The Orange County Public Library had already established service to the area via the bookmobile 
which came to West Garden Grove every Friday. By 1962, circulation was large enough to indicate 
a branch library was needed. 


In 1962/63 a library of 5,200 square feet, with an initial collection of 7,000 to 25,000 volumes, was 
designed. The design would permit expansion to a possible 7,800 square feet by 1980 in response to 
the anticipated demands of an increase in population and circulation. By then the library would 
provide a collection of 39,000 volumes. 


With the cooperation of the City of Garden Grove, Orange County Public Library staff, and an 
involved citizens group, the West Garden Grove Branch was designed, constructed, stocked, staffed, 
and opened on January 14, 1964. Mrs. Myrna Donahue was the first librarian in charge of the new 
branch. 


The West Garden Grove Branch is a facility of 5,200 square feet with patios opening off the 
children’s area, adult reading area, and the staff room. There were about 13,000 volumes in the 
original collection. The first year 6,583 library cards were issued and 114,284 books were circu- 
lated. 


In January 1975, carpeting was installed throughout the public area and new furniture helped to 
make the branch more inviting and attractive. The seldom used audio room had already been dis- 
mantled to make room for additional reference book shelving and study space for patrons. 


In February 1987, a new information desk was installed and later the same year, in October, a new 
circulation counter was installed. In January 1988, the City of Garden Grove completed the installa- 
tion of a new air conditioning unit. 


Due to the increased growth of the surrounding communities, the West Garden Grove Branch now 
also serves many residents of the cities of Cypress, Seal Beach, Stanton, and Westminster. 
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WESTMINSTER BRANCH LIBRARY 
8180 13th Street, Westminster, CA 92683 


VITAL STATISTICS 

Opened 1977 

Architect William Blurock & Partners, Newport Beach 
18,000 sq.ft. 

Population of area served 73,763 

Book collection 100,000 

Periodical collection 500 
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Special collection Braille Talking Books 
Vietnamese Language 


Special equipment Equipment for the visually impaired and handicapped 
Magazine Collection 
VCR/Monitor 
Typewriter for public use 
Piano 


Unique features Children’s story room with raised, tiered amphitheater 


Friends of the Library bookstore 
MeetingRoom 
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WESTMINSTER BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Westminster Branch of the Orange County Public Library was first established as a County 
Library branch on August 23, 1921 with a total of 180 books. Louise Turpin was the first librarian 
for this fledging collection which was housed in the old red-brick schoolhouse on Westminster 
Avenue. It was later moved to the Odd Fellows Hall. In 1929, the library collection was relocated 
to the Sigler Park site in a single room. This building was financed by popular subscription by the 
community, and housed the Westminster library for the next 34 years, till another branch library was 
established in the Barber City Woman’s Club building. The collection was small and the operational 
hours were limited. 


In 1957, the population boom reached Westminster and the demand for library service increased at a 
rate of 50% each year, necessitating a larger facility. In 1963, the Westminster Branch absorbed the 
Barber City collection and moved to a storefront building in the Westminster Shopping Center. The 
collection more than doubled to meet the emerging needs for library service. 


During this time, still another library served the area. The Midway City Branch began operation on 
September 1, 1935. Anna Van Steenberg served as its first librarian. The library served the people 
of Midway City, Barber City and the eastern section of Westminster. The collection was first 
housed in the rear of a small real estate building. By 1937, the branch occupied the entire building 
and by 1952, the demand for service tripled. Responding to the need, the library was remodeled and 
enlarged as the collection expanded. By 1964, the collection had doubled and the library moved to 
the storefront building in the Bolsa Shopping Center where it was renamed the Bolsa Branch Li- 


brary. 


The population explosion of the sixties and seventies brought an influx of families with children. 
The special census of 1976 tabulated 69,200 residents within the City of Westminster. 1976 also 
marked the close of United States involvement in the Vietnam War. Immigrants from Southeast 
Asia joined the growing population. Responding to the increased need for library services, the city 
administrator and the County Librarian surveyed the community and proposed to the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors that the two existing libraries combine their collections into one large facility 
which would serve the greater demands of the rapidly changing community. The site, adjacent to the 
civic center and the West Orange County Court, was selected as being both easily accessible to the 
public and an information center for people using county and city services. 


In June 1977, the dedication of the Westminster Library marked the 26th branch to be opened by the 
Orange County Public Library. This 18,000 square foot structure, a single-story red-brick building, 
was designed by the architects William Blurock and Partners to blend with the Westminster Civic 
Center’s English motif. Unique to the construction was a 100-person capacity community room and 
a children’s story amphitheater. 


In 1981, the Westminster Branch Library celebrated its Diamond Jubilee with the theme, "60 Years 
of Measuring Up." To mark the occasion, six-inch rulers with that inscription were given to the 
patrons and residents signaling the continuous library service of small libraries, now merged into 
one efficient facility which proved adaptable to change and growth. Expansion plans include a 
Friends of the Library bookstore to be built in 1990. The future will bring changes and the 
Westminster Library anticipates many more years of "measuring up" to patron needs. 
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